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WRITTEN STATEMENT OF A KEY DECISION 

CABINET 

 

 

ITEM: HEREFORD RELIEF ROAD (HRR) 

Members Present: Councillors: H Bramer, D Harlow, J Lester, PM Morgan (Deputy 
Leader), PD Price, P Rone. 

Date of Decision: 16 June 2016 

Exempt: No  

Confidential No 

This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council incurring expenditure which is, or the 
making of savings which are, significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or function 
to which the decision relates. 
and 
This is a key decision because it is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living or 
working in an area comprising one or more wards in the county. 

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3, Section 9 (Publicity in connection with key decisions) of 
The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) 
Regulations 2012. 

Urgency/Special Urgency: 

(As defined in Constitution) 

No 

Purpose: To seek approval to commence work to develop Hereford relief 
road (Hereford bypass) in support of proposals within the 
adopted Core Strategy in the context of the overall transport 
strategy for the city 

Decision: 

 

 THAT:  

(a) funding of £600k be approved to support works 
necessary to inform route selection; and  

(b) authority be delegated to the assistant director 
environment and place to take all operational 
actions necessary to progress the Hereford bypass 
to route selection within the resources (including 
external funding) available. 

 

Reasons for the Decision: The Hereford bypass is a key piece of infrastructure identified in 
the council’s LTP and forms an essential part of the Hereford 
transport package which is outlined in this strategy.  To enable 
the housing and employment growth objectives set out in the 
Core Strategy, the section of the bypass, connecting the 
southern link road with the junction of the A438, and the 
subsequent connection to the A49 trunk road must be in place 
by 2027.  Approval of the recommendations will enable work to 
proceed with the development of route options, environmental 
and transport surveys and consultation on route options. 
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Options Considered: An option for proceeding with the Hereford growth proposals 
without the provision of a bypass was considered and 
discounted during the Core Strategy process. The development 
proposed for Hereford in accordance with the spatial strategy 
would cause significant additional traffic congestion if there were 
no substantial improvements to the city’s transport infrastructure. 
Analysis of the impact of the no-road scenario against the 
proposed development options indicated a significant 
detrimental effect on the operation of Hereford’s highway 
network. 

As such, there are no alternative options to the 
recommendations in this report. Hereford Bypass has been 
identified as necessary infrastructure in the adopted Local 
Transport Plan (2016-31) (”LTP”) and is required to enable the 
planned growth of Herefordshire in accordance with adopted 
Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy (2011-31) (“the Core 
Strategy”).  

The rate of housing delivery and supply will be assessed 
through the annual monitoring process. If the delivery of the 
Hereford bypass is not prioritised to achieve the growth targets 
set out in the Core Strategy, housing delivery would have to be 
reviewed to consider alternative delivery arrangements. 
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